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inquiry on 


assassination 


At 12:30 p.m. five years ago to- 
day John Fitzgerald Kennedy was 
assassinated as he rode through the 
streets of downtown Dallas. About 
10 months later a blue ' ribbon 
seven-man presidential commission 
concluded that a lone assassin, Lee 
; Harvey Oswald, had fired three 
shots from the Texas School Book 
Depository Bldg., killing the presi- 
dent, seriously wounding the gover- 
nor of Texas, and superficially 
wounding a bystander, -:p V 

Since that time researchers 
throughout the world have examin- 
ed the Commission’s conclusions in 
light of its own evidence! Some, 
like myself, have engaged in pers- 
onal investigation involving the lo- 
cating of evidence and interviewing 
of witnesses. 

The result has been at least 87 
books, only a few of which support 
the Warren Report In addition, 
countless magazine and newspaper 
articles have challenged the lone 
assassin hypothesis. 

The foreign press has dealt, with 
the case in depth and largely re- 
jected the Warrer^ Report; the 
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American press has dealt with it 

superficially and generally accepted 

it. (Notable exceptions are -Life, Luther King. \ ; ':-j 

Saturday Evening Post, and the ' Despite the fact that opinion 

New York Times, which have pub- polls indicate that two-thirds of the. /// 

lished critiques of the Report, and American people do not believe the. 
asked for a reopening of the in- Warren Report, neither Congress 
vestigation.) nor the President 4 Has decided that • 

Public defense of the Report in the case needs reopening. On Sept, 
this country has been quite rare 28, 1966, Rep"/ Ted . Kupferman 
and mostly rhetorical, almost never, submitted a resolution in Congress 
involving confrontation between recommending establishment of a 


critics and defenders of the Com- 
mission. The Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Co. was sufficiently concerned 
about the situation that it broadcast 
criticism of the report into the 
northern Unied States in the man- 
ner of Radio Free Europe. 


joint House and Senate committee 


to investigate the charges made by 
critics of the Warren Report. His 
efforts were in vain. •• 

In February of 1967, Jim Gar- 
rison, the- district attorney of New 
Orleans, began an investigation of 
In the past two years indepen- an alle 8 ed conspiracy to kill JFK. 
dent investigators have been joined ^2 l^ av * d F err * e > expected 

* to be the first man that Garrison 

would^arrest, was found dead in 


by a number of persons whose pro- 
fessional abilities have proved in- 
valuable. For example, Bernard 
Fensterwald Jr., chief counsel of a 
Senate subcommittee, recently or- 
ganized the committee to Investi- 
gate Assassinations, Inc., which has 


his apartment A few days later " 
Clay Shaw -was arrested /• and 


charged with conspiring to kill 
JFK, and at the preliminary hear- 

w ttmuhtj-hj TTU1UJ U1SS ings in March he was indicted on ' 

invited 35 independent investiga- this charge. . 

tors like myself to pool their efforts G t n * R ? ms ^ Clark, im- 

/ mediately^ following Shawls • arrest, 

Z publicly stated that the FBI had 
checked Shaw and cleared him. 
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but retracted this statement a few 


. 



weeks later. Since that time Shaw’s '//•;. 
lawyers have successfully utilized 
news media assaults im Garrison 
to keep the case from coming to 
frial. 

When the Warren Report and 26 
volumes of evidence were submitted 
as defense documents, they were 
ordered "out of the courtroom’ and 
described as a compound of heresay;;; 
and error. • i : • ■‘'•v 



straining order against Garrison,/ 
marking the first time in history, a/, 
federal court had taken such an% 
action in a state trial. 

Garrison has been unable^ to have . 
j witnesses extra dieted from CaKforw f 
; nia, Texas, Vermont, Ohio, Iowa, 
i and Washington D.C* Nonetheless, 
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Thus, 5 years after the assassina- - how, and 
tion no man has been fried for killed. On 
either the crime or planning it. At gation car 
k ‘* ast 45 witnesses are now dead; of our so 
the probability of 'that-happening, the assass; 
^according to an actuary hired by Report thi 

i ^ is S reater than ( Editor’: 

100,000 trillion to one. search assi 

Many witnesses cannot be lo- ofPsychia 
. . Mtea or >re - Still .afrafd 'to - talk. versity, ( ha 

‘ Even today witnesses and inde- on the assa 

pendent investigators are' often sub- sultant for, 
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ana much of the evidence is still 
suppressed in the National Archives' - 
°L, reasoas “national security " 
Today, just as much as 5 years ' 
ago, there is a need for an impar- , 
tial, honest,' and open investigatioif; 
mto the assassination of Pres" Ken- ; 


